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No storytelling unit would be complete without the tale of terror. The “gotcha’” stories are in this
category also. A gotcha’ story is one that sounds frightening and is filled with suspense. At the end the
storyteller yells out and grabs someone close saying “Gotcha’!” These stories are often related in the
dark, at camp outs, and at slumber parties. No doubt you have already heard many.

This is a story type that allows the storyteller to set the mood. The speaker may build suspense by
using facial expressions or vocal inflections. A good storyteller can scare the daylights out of his or her
listeners! The success of recent horror movies shows us that many of us love to be scared. Perhaps it
is a way of confronting our fears and making us see how silly they really are. There are classic tales of
terror that have been told for generations.

Assignment: Prepare and tell a tale of terror you have heard, or create an original. Use the storyboard
organizer on page 100 to prepare your story and share it with the class. The following is a list of
classic tales of terror that circulate today. These might help you select your own tale of terror.

(O The Man with the Hook Arm
O The Hitchhiker
(O A babysitter gets a call from a murderer who claims he is calling from inside the house.

QO A girl is followed home by a man who keeps
turning on his bright lights, only to discover
he is trying to protect her from the person
hiding in her back seat.

I oL
YoutTl
WAS SICK!

 —

O The girl at the slumber party
who goes to the grave to
plunge in a letter opener

to prove to others she is ] @ \1
not afraid. She

unknowingly plunges it JoHu DoE ﬂ
into the hem of her 7 ]950 - 1993

nightgown. It pins her to E:ﬁ
the grave; and thinking
she is being grabbed - —
by the living dead, she

dies of fright.
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These are common stories, but you may have better tales of terror to tell! /m
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