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Standards and Benchmarks: 1A, 1L

Editorial Cartoons
Objective: The students will use editorial cartoons to give messages or share with an audience
particular points of view on an issue.

Procedure

1. Select an editorial cartoon from a newspaper or magazine.  Tell the students that editorial cartoons
usually focus on political or societal issues and are usually only one frame in length.  Instruct the
students to read the cartoon carefully.

2. Discuss with the students the cartoonist’s topic, audience, and purpose.  Ask students, “What does
the cartoonist want the reader to do or think after reading this cartoon?”

3. Divide students into pairs.  Have them generate a list of questions they have about the cartoon.
After 5–10 minutes, write some of the students’ questions on the board.  Discuss the students’
questions.  Make sure to clarify the humor, sarcasm, or irony in the cartoon.  Make sure that
students understand the political or societal issue that is the topic of the cartoon.  Discuss the
caption beneath the cartoon.

4. Ask students to read aloud the “Example of an Editorial About a School Issue” on page 50.  Ask
the students, “How could we recreate the author’s message as an editorial cartoon?” Use the
reproducible entitled “Creating a Cartoon” to identify character(s), dialogue, and setting.

5. Ask the students, “When is an editorial cartoon a good method for giving a message to the
audience?” and “When is an essay a better method?” Possible response: An editorial cartoon is a
good method for poking fun at a highly sensitive issue.

6. Find more examples of editorial cartoons and continue to discuss humor, sarcasm, and irony.
Make a chart with each of these words as a heading and record examples from cartoons in each of
the categories.

Portfolio Piece: Instruct students to select a topic.  Have them create an essay and a cartoon about the
topic.  Finally, have them write a reflection about how different forms are appropriate for different
purposes.

Publishing: Create a bulletin board to display students’ cartoons.

Technology Connection: Have students scan their editorial cartoons and post them on the school’s
Web site.

Home-School Connection: Instruct students to look through newspapers at home and find examples
of editorial cartoons that use humor, sarcasm, or irony.

Assessment: Use the “Rubric for an Editorial Cartoon” on page 88 to evaluate the students’ editorial
cartoons.



Creating a Cartoon
Directions: Complete the guidelines below to plan an editorial cartoon.

Topic: ______________________________________________________________________

Audience: ___________________________________________________________________

Purpose (What do I want my audience to think about or learn from this cartoon?):

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Characters in cartoon: _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Setting in cartoon: ____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Cartoon Frame
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Create an illustration that pokes fun at, points out the irony of, or presents the
humorous side of a serious political or societal issue.

Caption (should reveal the author’s message)



Rubric for an Editorial Cartoon
Cartoon Creator: __________________________ Peer responder:_________________________

Directions: Use the following rubric to evaluate your editorial cartoon.

Self Peer Teacher
Topic is clear to the audience. (1)

Topic is timely and related to a current 
issue that is “hot.” (1)

Message is clear to the audience. (1)

Illustration has characters or settings that enhance 
the message of the cartoon creator. (3)

Sarcasm and/or irony is clever and clear. (1)

Caption is clearly written and enhances the 
message of the cartoon. (2)

There are no spelling errors that interfere 
with meaning. (1)

Total out of 10 points
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