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Coordinate Graphs

Treasure Hunt
Preparation:

1. Reproduce the treasure map and directions (pages 97 and 98) for students.

2. You may wish to assign partners.

Directions:
1. Distribute the treasure maps and directions to students.

2. Tell students to imagine that they are looking for a lost treasure.  Explain that as they search they
are drawing a map and writing the directions so they will remember how to get back to the
treasure once they have found it.  Point out that they must use the grid lines on the map to identify
the coordinates for each landmark they see along the way.

3. As students follow the directions, have them write the coordinates to identify the locations of the
specified landmarks.  Be sure students understand that they must move to the right for the first
number and then up for the second number.  If students have difficulty remembering this, use a
highlighter to color the numbers at the bottom of the graph.  Tell them to always start by moving
along the highlighted numbers.

4. Have students use markers or crayons to trace the route on their maps according to the directions.

5. You may wish to create answer key cards for students to check themselves at the end of the
activity.

Extension Activities:
1. Have students use copies of the coordinate graph (page 9) to create their own treasure maps and

directions.

2. Ask students to write a story that tells about the adventures they had while searching for the lost
treasure.

3. Encourage students to make treasure chests from cardboard boxes.  Allow them to use a variety of
objects, such as stones, marbles, beads, glitter, and confetti, to represent the treasure.

4. Read to students about famous pirates such as Jean Laffite.

5. Hide a “treasure chest” full of candy or other snacks somewhere in the classroom.  Provide
coordinate graphs of the classroom and directions for students.  Invite students to use their graphs
and directions to locate the treasure chest.  After the treasure is located, allow students to enjoy
the snacks.

1. pick and shovel—(4, 0)
2. palms form an X—(4, 2)
3. sand dollar—(2, 1)
4. pail and shovel—(1, 0)
5. beach umbrella and towel—(3, 3)

6. diver’s mask and fins—(3, 4)
7. sandcastle—(5, 5); quicksand—(4, 4)
8. starfish—(5, 4); anchor—(5, 3)
9. rowboat—(1, 3)

10. treasure chest—(1, 2)

Answer Key
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Coordinate Graphs

Treasure Hunt (cont.)

Fill in the blanks with the correct coordinates to complete the
directions for the treasure map on page 98.  Remember to name the
number of lines you move to the right first and then the number of
lines you move up.  The first one is done for you.

1. Begin by getting your pick and shovel at _________________ .

2. Walk to the two palm trees that form an X at ______________ .

3. Locate the sand dollar at _____________________________ .

4. Continue on to the pail of sand and shovel at _____________ .

5. Go above the sand dollar and over the sand dunes until you
reach the beach umbrella and towel at __________________ .

6. Move in a straight line until you find a diver’s mask and fins at 

__________________________________________________ .

7. Go to the sand castle at ______________________________ .
Watch out for the quicksand at _________________________ .

8. Walk beyond the starfish at ______________________ to the
anchor at _________________________________________ .

9. From the anchor, return to the beach umbrella and cross back
over the sand dunes to get the rowboat at ________________ .

10. Follow the footprints in the sand from the rowboat to the
treasure which is located at____________________________ .

(4, 0)
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Coordinate Graphs

Treasure Hunt (cont.)

As you complete the directions on page 97, trace the correct route to the
treasure on the map shown below.
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