{L
@
H - - - -
d; Combining Art and Writing
g
‘:" Teacher’s Page
)
“x... Purpose: to use art as another medium of expression to awaken student creativity
(e

Introduction: Combining art and writing is a natural way to increase student
creativity. Writing teachers often allow students to illustrate stories, but it can be
very worthwhile to allow students to draw first and write second.

Student Practice: The exercise on page 66 is adapted from Drawing on the Right
Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards. It is designed to help students think about their
writing from an intuitive, “right-brained” perspective, as opposed to the rule-bound
“left-brained” manner of using language.

The exercise directs the students to

create a border around their papers
and draw within it objects that are
found along the walls of the
classroom.

Ask students to select one object
and write about events or students
in the classroom from that object’s
perspective. For example, if a
student chooses the clock, then he
or she might write an essay on time
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“\_. spent in the classroom or changes in
< the room down through the years.
-
4 Encourage students to caption their
q ;"- artwork, as this provides another
L way for students to self-evaluate
C their work.
=
(€ Extension: Ask students to do the same exercise, using a room in their homes.
1 “““ Students may wish to view a piece of fine artwork and write a story about the scene
. they encounter. Students may also wish to select their own previously created works
< of art and write about the inspiration for their work or create a story around it.
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A New Perspective

R U. Look at the example for guidance.

S

Day 1: In class, draw a 1.5" (3.8 cm) border around your paper.
Within this border, draw everything that you see on or against the
walls of the classroom.

Day 2: Choose an item you have drawn within your border. On a
separate piece of paper, make a cluster of what you can observe
about your chosen object.

Day 3: Using your cluster, write 15 or more lines from the point of
view of your chosen object, using the first person or “I” voice.

Day 4: Reread your first and last sentences by themselves. Then
consider the following:

» Does the first sentence tell the reader what you are going to be

writing about?
* Does the last sentence sum up what you wrote about? @

» Rewrite your whole piece neatly inside the border that you
created on Day 1. Be sure that your paragraph breaks,
spelling, and punctuation are perfect so that your paper is
ready to publish in the classroom.

» Rework these two sentences until they sound terrific.
» Reread the middle section. Edit it.

* Finally, caption your artwork, using the format below:

Olject chaten:
Other objects 9 wied:

)
&
J 2 (o

#2005 How to Teach Students to Be Fluent Writers © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.

.‘Zucwjuano{mqmé.




	Title Page
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Sentence-Building Activities
	Blank Sentence-Building Forms

	Writing Activities
	Descriptive Writing
	Keeping a Personal Journal
	Convincing Characters
	Writing Realistic Dialogue
	Punctuating Dialogue
	Setting the Scene
	Forming a Plot Structure
	Story Openings
	Determining a Title
	Creating Similes and Metaphors
	The Sound and Rhythm of Language
	Compare and Contrast
	Writing Myths, Legends, and Fables
	Combining Art and Writing
	Writing Nonfiction
	Gathering and Organizing Information
	Writing the Lead
	Drawing the Reader into the Story
	Reporting on a Current Event
	Persuasive Writing

	Editing for Clarity
	Publication Day
	Evaluating Student Writing
	Self-Editing Questions
	Scoring Rubric

	Bibliography



